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REGIONAL SUMMARY1 

Chronic conflict, earthquakes, and recurrent seasonal storms, floods, and droughts, as well 
as limited government response capacity, present significant challenges to vulnerable 
populations throughout the South Asia region.2  In addition to staff in Washington, D.C., 
USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) maintains a 
permanent regional office for South Asia in Bangkok, Thailand, where the USAID/OFDA 
regional team for South Asia is based.  USAID/OFDA also has a humanitarian advisor in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
 
 
 

RECENT HUMANITARIAN EVENTS IN THE REGION 

• In FY 2014, USAID/OFDA responded to five disasters in the South Asia region, including complex emergencies in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, and flooding and landslides in Afghanistan, India, and Nepal.    

• Natural disasters and ongoing localized clashes in Afghanistan continue to result in humanitarian needs.  In northern 
Afghanistan, flash flooding in late April and early May resulted in 166 deaths, affected approximately 11,900 families, and 
damaged or destroyed approximately 5,100 houses.  On May 2, heavy rainfall in Badakhshan Province caused a landslide that 
resulted in approximately 500 deaths and left more than 4,000 people displaced.  In addition, the conflict between pro-
government forces and armed opposition groups remains fluid and fragmented, with fighting causing nearly 5,000 deaths 
between January and June—a 25-percent increase relative to the same period in 2013.  As a result of the conflict and other 
contributing factors, approximately 9 million people in Afghanistan required humanitarian assistance in 2014.             

• In Pakistan, government security operations in North Waziristan Agency in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) 
triggered the displacement of approximately 582,000 people between late May and early September.  The addition brought the 
total number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in FATA and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province to nearly 1.2 million.  
Furthermore, many parts of Pakistan experience intermittent episodes of sectarian violence, as well as annual flooding associated 
with seasonal monsoon rains.    

• In September, heavy rainfall caused severe flooding and landslides throughout India’s Jammu and Kashmir states, resulting in at 
least 200 deaths, affecting 5 million people, and causing damage to infrastructure, including roads, bridges, and hospitals. 

• Tropical Cyclone Phailin made landfall in India's coastal Odisha State on October 12, 2013, triggering floods and causing at least 
47 deaths and significant damage to houses, infrastructure, and agricultural land.  By late October, the cyclone and floods had 
affected approximately 13 million people and damaged or destroyed an estimated 420,000 houses in eastern India.  

• In August, heavy rains and related floods triggered a landslide in Nepal’s Mankha village, Sindhupalchowk District.  The landslide 
resulted in 156 deaths, injured nearly 30 people, and displaced approximately 500 people from Sindhupalchowk.  The disaster 
also damaged or destroyed nearly 200 homes and affected communication and electricity infrastructure. 

                                                                                       
1 For additional information on the humanitarian situation in South Asia, please see USAID/OFDA fact sheets, available at http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-

conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work. 
2 The South Asia region includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.  
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USAID/OFDA PRIORITIES FOR 2015 

• USAID/OFDA will continue to respond to humanitarian needs caused by natural disasters and complex emergencies in South Asia.  
Where feasible and appropriate, USAID/OFDA will continue to employ disaster risk reduction (DRR) strategies to strengthen 
household- and community-level resilience to shocks while improving disaster response capacities of national, regional, and local 
government agencies.     

• In Afghanistan USAID/OFDA will continue to assist populations affected by conflict and natural disasters by prepositioning 
relief supplies and maintaining flexible response mechanisms to respond to a variety of needs. Additionally, USAID/OFDA 
works closely with U.S. Government and military partners to follow humanitarian best practices, and advocate for needs-based 
emergency response.   

• In Pakistan, USAID/OFDA will continue to provide humanitarian assistance to populations displaced by military operations in 
FATA and KP province and the communities that host them, and, continue to support DRR activities in coordination with 
USAID/Pakistan.  Where possible, USAID/OFDA seeks to strengthen links between the private sector and the established 
humanitarian assistance system.  

• USAID/OFDA continues to prepare and strengthen national and regional response capacity ahead of a potential catastrophic 
earthquake in Nepal.  

CHALLENGES  

• The volatile security situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan limits humanitarian access and directly threatens the lives of aid 
workers and local populations.  

KEY LESSONS LEARNED IN 2014 

• Pre-positioning relief supplies allows for timely and efficient responses to localized disasters in difficult-to-reach areas of Afghanistan. 

• Creative use of existing partners’ flexible programs in Pakistan can facilitate a timely, cost-effective response.   

 


